Christmas in Bethlehem plus Egypt
Once in a lifetime journey of the Holy City with Fr.Moraga!
December 15 – 30, 2008

$3700.00
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Global Travel & Tour
Tel: (619) 474-4956 
(619) 756-0120(C)

1631 E. 8th Street, Suite #3

National City, CA 91950
CST 2081857-40
ea_hingada@sbcglobal.net
Cell:  (619)756-0120

Revision 08/26/2008: Cancel 3-night Nile River Cruise due to DL flight schedule change
DAILY ITINERARY
Monday – December 15, 2008

San Diego -Los Angeles

Depart for Los Angeles International Airport by Shuttle Bus. Time and Pick up Venue to be announced later.

Day 1-Tuesday – December 16, 2008

Los Angeles - Cairo

Depart LAX at 6:20 in the morning via JFK. Complimentary meals served from JFK to Cairo.
Day 2-Wednesday – December 17, 2008

Arrive Cairo (L, D):

Meet and assist by HLTC representative upon arrival at Cairo. Transfer to Hotel for a short rest before today’s city tour:

· Visit Egyptian Museum with over 250, 000 genuine artifacts including an exhibit dedicated to Tut-Ankh-Amon collection of treasures discovered in 1920s.

· Visit the great Pyramids, Cheops, Chephren & Mykerions and the Sphinx

· Sail on the River Nile for a welcome Dinner Cruise.

Day 3-Thursday – December 18, 2008

CITADEL/KHAN-KHALILI (B, L, D):

· Visit the Citadel in Cairo
· Visit Khan-Khalili Bazaar
· Visit the Church of Abu Serga built on the spot where the Holy Family rested at the end of their journey into Egypt.
Day 4 – Friday December 19, 2008

DRIVE TO ST CATHERINE / MT SINAI (B, L, D)

· Drive towards St. Catherine (aprx 7 hours). Once we arrive, we transfer to our hotel in St. Catherine. 

· Optional – climb Moses Mountain on foot or by camel (2.000 steps – 2 hours). Experience the fantastic sunrise at the summit, the point where it is said that God delivered the Ten Commandments to Moses. 

Day 5 – Saturday December 20, 2008

ST CATHERINE / TABA / JERICHO (B, L, D)
· Visit St. Catherine Monastery set beneath the mountain where Moses received the Ten Commandments.
· Cross the border of Egypt and Israel after lunch
· Drive to Jericho
Day 6 – Sunday December 21, 2008

JERICHO / DEAD SEA / QUMRAN / GALILEE (B, D)

· Visit Jericho – the site of Joshua’s first dramatic conquest

· View the Mt. of Temptation – now home to a Greek Orthodox Monastery.

· Visit Qumran – site of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls

· Bring your swimsuit for an optional swim at the Dead Sea

· Continue to Tiberias
Day 7 – Monday December 22, 2008

MT OF BEAUTITUDES / TABGHA / CAPERNAUM / MT TABOR
(B. D)

· Visit the Mt. of Beatitudes for a breathtaking view of the Sea of Galilee and the Golan Heights  where we will celebrate Mass
· Visit Tabgha, the Church of Multiplication where Jesus  multiplied the loaves of bread & fish
· Visit “ St. Peter’s Primacy”,  the site where after Jesus’ resurrection met his disciples and told Peter to “feed my lambs, feed my sheep” (John21:9)
· Visit Capernaum where Jesus began his Galilean ministry, see the synagogue which dates to the time of Jesus and the site of Peter’s home
· Enjoy a lunch of Peter’s fish followed by an afternoon excursion on the Sea of Galilee where we recall Christ calming the water.
· Final stop is Mt. Tabor, the site of Transfiguration of Christ
Day 8 – Tuesday December 23, 2008
CANA / NAZARETH / GOLAN HEIGHTS / CEASAREA PHILIPPI (B, D)

· Travel to Cana, where Jesus performed his first miracle at the request of his mother (John 2:1-11) turning a large quantity of water into wine at a wedding feast.
· Visit the Franciscan Chapel for a renewal of wedding vows.
· Visit the site of St. Mary’s home in Nazareth, the Church of Annunciation
· Visit the local sites in Nazareth including the Church of Saint Gabriel located over the spring that fed Mary’s well, the traditional place where St. Mary fetched water for her household.
· Visit Caesarea Philippi where St. Peter acknowledge Jesus as the “Messiah” or “Christ” meaning the anointed one(Matthew 16.13-20, Mark 8:27-30, Luke 9:18-20
· Visit Golan Heights
Day 9 – Wednesday December 24, 2008

BETHLEHEM! CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS (B, D)

This is a very special day in Bethlehem. We start by:

· Visit the Shepherd’s Field, the place where the angles came to the shepherd’s to announce the birth of Christ
· Visit Bethlehem, beginning at Manger Square which stands in front of one of the oldest of Christian churches, the Church of the Nativity. Bending low, we enter the Church and descend into the Grotto of the Nativity. Beneath the Altar, a 14 pointed Silver Star marks the exact spot surrounded by the Latin inscription: HICDE VIRGINE MARIA JESUS CHRISTUS (Here Jesus Christ was born to the Virgin Mary). 
· Visit the Milk Grotto. 
· Enjoy time at the manger square with all the Christian families of the city and surroundings that would set out to receive the Patriarch and his retinue. Accompanied by riders, scouts, and large crowds, the Patriarch entourage would slowly make its way through the narrow streets with the whole population weaving and greeting from the sidelines. Upon reaching the site of the crib, the Patriarch would be greeted by the mayor of Bethlehem and representatives of various churches, while the bells of the Nativity church peeled their greetings.
· Attend the midnight mass 
Day 10 –Thursday December 25, 2008

MT OF OLIVES / MT ZION / GETHSEMANE (B, D)
Our Day begins with a ride to Mt. Scopus and to the Mt. of Olives, where we gain a panoramic view of the Old City of Jerusalem.
· Visit the Pater Noster church, which is built over the grotto in which Jesus assembled his disciples and taught them the Pater Noster Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer [Luke 11:1-4]. 
· Walking down the “Palm Sunday Road” we visit the beautiful church, Dominus Flevit “The Lord wept.” It was here that Jesus wept over Jerusalem [Luke 19:41] prior to his death.
·  We continue to the Garden of Gethsemane where we celebrate mass. The garden contains trees, the roots of which go back to the time of Jesus.
· Visit the Church of All Nations where we pray at the “Rock of Agony,” a section of bedrock identified as the place where Jesus prayed alone in the garden on the night of his arrest. 
· Visit the Church of Dormition of our Lady at Mt. Zion, the upper room – the place of the last supper, Pentecost and where Jesus appeared to his disciples after resurrection. 
· Vthe church of St. Peter in Gallicantu, where our Lord was held a prisoner overnight at the house of the High Priest of the Jews. 
Day 11 –Friday December 26, 2008

JERUSALEM OLD CITY / WAY OF THE CROSS (B, D)
· Mass att the Holy Sepulcher, the site where Jesus was crucified and where he was buried. 
· Visit the western wall of the ancient Temple destroyed in 70AD. This is the most sacred place for Jews and a place for prayer. 
· Visit the Temple mount [in the time of Jesus the site of the Jewish Temple and now a major Muslim Shrine, the Dome of the Rock].
· Visit the Church of St. Anne, the Pool of Bethesda, where Jesus healed the paralytic, the Shrine at the Ecce Homo Arch and the site of the scourging of Jesus.
·  We continue along the Via Dolorosa, the Way of the Cross. 
Day 12 –Saturday December 27, 2008

JERUSALEM NEW CITY / AMMAN / PETRA (B, D)
· Visit Jerusalem
· Cross Israeli-Jordanian border
· Visit Amman
Day 13  –Sunday December 28, 2008 (B, D)
PETRA: 
· Visit Petra, often described as the eighth wonder of the ancient world, Entrance to the city is through the Siq, a narrow gorge, over 1 kilometer in length, which is flanked on either side by soaring, 80 meters high cliffs. Just walking through the Siq is an experience in itself. The colors and formations of the rocks are dazzling. As you reach the end of the Siq you will catch your first glimpse of Al-Kane (Treasury). This is an awe-inspiring experience. A massive façade, 30m wide and 43m high, carved out of the sheer, dusky pink, rock-face and dwarfing everything around it. It was carved in the early 1st century as the tomb of an important Nabataean king and represents the engineering genius of these ancient people. Other sights include the Roman Theatre, the Corinthian, Palace Tombs and the Roman Road. In the afternoon you will have the opportunity to climb the 1,200 steps to the impressive Monastery with spectacular views over Petra and the Negev Desert. The Treasury at Petra was used in the final sequence of the film, "Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade". Evening we return to our hotel for overnight. (B, D)

Day 14  –Monday December 29, 2008 (B, D)
MT NEBO / MADABA / BAPTISMAL SITE / JERUSALEM: T
· The trip north from Petra along the 5000-year-old King’s Highway is one of the most memorable journeys in the Holy Land, passing through a string of ancient sites. The first ancient site is Mount Nebo. Mount Nebo is situated 10 kilometers west of Madaba, overlooking the Jordan Valley, and is one of the alleged sites of the tomb of Moses. The summit of this lonely wind swept site command spectacular views over the Dead Sea to the West Bank and Jerusalem and, you can see the springs where Moses smote the ground to bring forth water.  
· Next we come upon Madaba, “The City of Mosaics”. Madaba differs from other towns in one major aspect: underneath almost every house lies a fine Byzantine mosaic. The finest mosaic found to date is still in its original place on the floor of the Greek Orthodox Church of St. George. 
· We then head to the Baptismal site. It is believed that it is the place where John the Baptist baptized Jesus Christ about 2000 years ago. 
· Later we cross the Israeli-Jordanian borders and head to the Airport for our flight back home. (B, D)
Day 15 – Tuesday December 30, 2008
Arrival in US 
What is Included in your Trip:

· Shuttle Bus from San Diego to Los Angeles

· Transatlantic flight from Los Angeles toCairo, Tel Aviv to San Diego
· Hotel Accommodation

· Breakfast and Dinner, Lunch in Egypt

· Transportation by private motor coach
· Comprehensive sightseeing and admission as per itinerary
· Airport Taxes and fuel Surcharge (any increase in airport taxes and fuel surcharge is the responsibility of the passenger).
· Porterage – 1 luggage per passenger
· Medical Insurance during the trip 

· Visa and other documentation fees
· Gratuities and Tips

What is NOT included in your trip?

Lunches

Any increase in Airport Taxes and Security Charges & Fuel Surcharge

Deposit & Payment Requirements:

$300.00 deposit to register and hold air space –check or cash only

08/31/2008 - $1500.00 to issue ticket 09/10/2008

10/25/2008 – Final Payment due

Credit Card Payment subject to 3% Service Fee

Note:
We reserve the right to make any changes on the itinerary as deemed necessary.
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